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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with attorney of record, Edward J. Wise, Registration No. 34,523 on August 25, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 21, line 1 change "(Previously Presented)" to -(Currently Amended)-. 
Claim 32, line 8 change "relevant" to -lightness component in a-. 
Claim 32, line 8 insert -of the original image- after "portion". 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The after final amendment was received on August 1 5, 2005. Claims 1 8-21 ,23- 
26,28,30-32. 

Claim Objections 

2. Due to the amendment, the objection to claims 21 and 31 is withdrawn. 
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Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments, see after final amendment, filed 8/15/2205, with respect 
to claims 18-21 ,23-26,28,30-32 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
rejection of claims 18-21 ,23-26,28,30-32 has been withdrawn. 

Regarding claims 18,23 and 28, applicants properly point out, stating on page 11, 
lines 2-5,"However, it is clear that there is no disclosure that a processor determines the 
edge that continuously extend from a first end of the extracted original region as 
corresponding to folds in the original image." 

Instead, Ricard discloses a user and not a processor that determines the claimed 
region and mentions that the area is "relatively long and narrow" in col. 9, lines 46,47. 

Hence, and in view of applicants arguments, amendment and in combination with 
all of the other elements of the claims, claims 18,23 and 28 are allowable over the 
closest prior art of Ricard (US Patent 6,731 ,795 B1 ). 

Regarding claims 20,25 and 32, applicants properly point out, stating on page 11, 
lines 18022, "However, what claim 20 is directed to is that an edge is already detected 
by the edge detecting unit and then the processor determines whether or not this edge 
is a fold by determining whether regions on opposing sides of the edge (two regions 
separated by the edge) have attributes that are the same or not." 

Instead, Ricard discloses a "user" in col. 6, line 15 and not a processor 
determining an edge or "rectangular area" in col. 6, line 16 that corresponds to a fold. In 
addition, Ricard discloses a set of criteria that define an edge where one of the criteria 
is a "difference... between pixels in the suspect area [or the claimed edge] and 
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neighboring pixels [or the claimed regions]" in col. 9, lines 45-47, which is a criteria that 
is different as claimed. Ricard does not suggest determining a difference between two 
neighboring pixels or the claimed regions to determine whether the neighboring pixels 
are the same or not. 

Hence, and in view of applicants arguments, amendment and in combination with 
all of the other elements of the claims, claims 20,25 and 32 are allowable over the 
closest prior art of Ricard. 

Regarding claims 21,26 and 32, applicants properly point out, stating on page 12, 
line 3, "Independent claim 21 is more specific with respect to this subject matter [of 
claims 20,25 and 32]..." 

Ricard does not teach the limitations of claims 21 ,26 and 32 of selecting an edge. 
Ricard may appear to be teaching the limitations of claims 21 ,26 and 32 in fig. 5, but 
figure 5 is directed towards a correction process after a fold is selected. 

Hence, and in view of applicants arguments, amendment and in combination with 
all of the other elements of the claims, claims 21 ,26 and 32 are allowable over the 
closest prior art of Ricard. 

Claim 31 is allowed for the same reasons as claim 21 . 

Claims 19,24 and 30 are allowed for the same reasons stated in a previous office 
action of 2/22/2005, all of which is incorporated herein. 
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Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dennis Rosario whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7397. The examiner can normally be reached on 6-3. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Mancuso can be reached on (571) 272-7695. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Dennis Rosario // 
Unit 2621 ^// 



